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If you are interested in applying for a parcel of state land, you are strongly encour-
aged to first review all the information and then personally inspect the land before 
filing an application.  The land chosen by an applicant is taken as is with no guaran-
tees, expressed or implied, as to its suitability for any intended 
use.

The State of Alaska offers land for sale at fair market value and 
includes parcels of land that have all been previously surveyed.  
To accurately determine the location of the parcel on the 
ground you will have to locate one or more of the survey 
monuments for the parcel.  Survey monuments look like this:

The survey monuments define the corners of each surveyed 
lot (often, a lot corner may have only a piece of rebar with an aluminum cap instead 
of a monument -- the survey plat should tell you this).  The monuments are usually 
very close to the ground, and in many instances are overgrown and obscured.  Some 
monuments may actually be out of the ground due to frost heaving and the playful 
pulling of bears.

A good way to get oriented is by using a USGS map for your area of interest (at a 
scale of 1:63,360). These maps contain physical features such as hills, lakes, and rivers 
that may help you find your way around. USGS maps are available from the Earth 
Science Information Center on the Alaska Pacific University campus at 4210 Univer-
sity Drive, Room 208, Anchorage, Alaska, 99508-4664 (phone: (907) 786-7011 or toll 
free within Alaska 888-275-8747). In Fairbanks, University of Alaska Fairbanks, 903 
Koyukuk Drive  (PO Box 757320), Fairbanks, AK 99775-7320, (phone: 907-474-6960 
Fax 907-474-2645). Some private businesses may also carry USGS maps in your area. 
To find the correct reference for the USGS map(s) of your area, look under the vicinity 
map on the upper right corner of the state survey plat.

A copy of the survey plat for the parcel or subdivision may be purchased from DNR 
information offices for $2.00 per sheet or found online at 
plats.landrecords.info The survey number and the Merid-
ian, Township, Range and Section(s), which area listed on the 
staking area map or in the parcel table under “MTRS”, will be 
used to locate the parcel. The survey plat will show locations 
and types of monuments at each lot corner, distances along 
lot lines, and the general configuration of the subdivision. 
The survey plat will also show if there is a bearing tree for the 
monument. The easiest way to find a monument is to find 
a bearing tree. Bearing trees usually have a 4.5”x 6” yellow 
bearing tree tag (similar to the one pictured) that lists the 
bearing and distance to the monument.  

Note: Don’t forget to account for magnetic declination when getting your bearings!  Magnetic declinations 
are dynamic.  To determine your current magnetic declination, you can go to www.ngdc.noaa.gov/geo-
magmodels/Declination.jsp.

Review all the available information on the parcel. The appraisal report (available 
from DNR information offices) will be especially helpful, as it may have pictures of 
the parcel and surrounding area. Try to pick out some distinctive features in the 
pictures that could help you locate the lot on the ground (a uniquely shaped tree, for 
example).

Get a copy of the land status plat that shows the parcel. The status plat (available 
from DNR information offices for $2.00 per sheet or online at dnr.alaska.gov) will 
show which lots in the subdivision or area have been disposed of previously, and 
may help you figure out which lots in the area have people living on them. You may 
try asking people living in the area what their lot and block numbers are. This will 
help orient you.

Take a compass and measuring tape to help orient yourself and measure distances 
along lot lines. Look for brushed and cleared lines. These may be the lot lines for 
the parcel you are looking for. Also look for the surveyor’s tape and wooden stakes 
-- sometimes these were used to mark the locations of the monuments. Also, a metal 
detector is a very useful tool in locating monuments.

If you use a Global Positioning System (GPS) device, you may find Alaska Mapper ( a 
web-based geographic information system available on the DNR website or online at 
mapper.landrecords.info ) useful for information on the latitude and longitude of 
the parcel. The parcel can be located on the land estate map in Alaska Mapper by us-
ing the Go To Area of Interest tool and entering either the ADL number of the parcel 
or the MTRS location. The query by point tool can then be used to obtain the approx-
imate coordinates of the corners.  You may choose to have the coordinates displayed 
in decimal degrees or degrees, minutes, seconds.  The GPS may not be exact, and 
may only be accurate to within 10 meters.  The Public Information Centers also have 
latitude and longitude information available for the northeast corner of each section 
and are a good source of information and assistance.

Once you find a monument, compare the markings on the top of the cap with the 
survey plat. This will let you know which corner you are at. Compare the survey ASLS 
number with the status plat to determine which survey you are at. If you are unable 
to tell what corner the monument is supposed to be for, write down the exact mark-
ings from the cap and talk with a surveyor.

If you still cannot locate the monuments, please let us know. Contact one of the DNR 
Public Information Centers listed below and also on page 3. 

The Department of Natural Resources seeks nominations from the public for state 
land sales and considers public interest when offering land through the subdivi-
sion sales auction program or the remote recreational cabin sites staking program. 
You have an opportunity to make your interest known by participating in the land 
nomination process, or requesting specific land to be included under one of these 
programs. The request must be in writing. The land sale nomination form is used to 
document public input in the land sale planning process.

Land sale nomination forms and information on previously accepted nominations 
are available at Public Information Centers and online at

 www.dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/ landsale.
If you are interested in nominating land for state land sale programs, fill out a nomination 
form and return it to a Public Information Center. You must include basic information 
about the location of the nominated land, whether or not the land is owned by the 
State of Alaska, and if it is classified for settlement under land use plans, or designated 
for some other use. The nomination form lists additional resources you can use to 
check that land you nominate can be considered for sale.

You may nominate land for residential use, recreational use, or remote sites for the 
stake-it yourself program.

Nomination forms must be submitted before March 31 in order to be considered for 
review in the current year.

Nominations received after March 31 will be considered the following year. You may 
submit land sale nomination forms year round. There is no fee for nominating land 
for a state land sale. You may submit a nomination form for more than one area.

Nominations are used in a multi-year process by the Department of Natural Resourc-
es land sale programs.

After the land nominations are received the Department researches the nominations. 
Acceptable nominations may be incorporated into future land sale offerings.

Land sale offerings are subject to a formal decision-making process. The Department 
considers state laws, regulations, and established policies when issuing decisions. 
The character of the land, recommendations made by resource experts, and public 
input are also considered. The Department accepts public comment for specific land 
sale decisions before land is offered.

The Department uses many ways to inform the public about land sales.Look for dis-
play ads in local and statewide newspapers for public notices, informa-tion on open 
houses, and land sale brochure availability. Additional information is posted online. 
Questions may be directed to a Public Information Center. Contact information is 
available online at www.dnr.alaska.gov/pic.
Land sale nomination forms do not confer rights or priority in the lands nominated 
to any member of the public.

Submitting a nomination form notifies the state that there is specific land you would 
like offered through one of the state land sale programs. The nomination is not a 
claim, does not imply that you have the right to use or occupy the land nominated, 
nor is the state obligated to sell or otherwise dispose of the land.

For further information, contact:

DNR Public Information Center 
550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1260, Anchorage, AK 99501-3557 
Phone: 907-269-8400, Fax: 907-269-8901, TDD: 907-269-8411 
E-Mail: dnr.pic@alaska.gov

DNR Public Information Center 
3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK 99709 
Phone: 907-451-2705, Fax: 907-451-2706, TDD: 907-451-2770 
E-mail: fbx-pic@alaska.gov

DNR Land Information Office 
400 Willoughby Avenue, 4th Floor, Juneau, AK 99801 
Phone: (907) 465-3400, Fax: (907) 586-2954 
E-mail: sero@alaska.gov

These websites are listed here as a 
reference to assist you when research-
ing a parcel, a land region, or certain 
development restrictions or policies. 
They may also provide links to appropri-
ate regional offices and phone numbers. 
This is by no means a complete list of 
agencies that have authority over all 
aspects of land ownership and devel-
opment, but it is a good place to start. 
Many of these websites are referenced 
throughout this brochure.

Alaska Legislature (current statutes and regulations)....................................................... www.legis.state.ak.us
Department of Natural Resources ........................................................................................... www.dnr.alaska.gov
Division of Mining, Land & Water............................................................................................. www.dnr.alaska.gov/mlw
Alaska State Land Offerings ....................................................................................................... www.dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/landsale
Division of Mining, Land & Water Factsheets ...................................................................... www.dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/factsht
RS 2477 Rights-of-Way ................................................................................................................ www.dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/trails/rs2477
ADF&G Habitat Division .............................................................................................................. www.habitat.adfg.alaska.gov
Office of History & Archaeology ............................................................................................... www.dnr.alaska.gov/parks/oha
Water Resources Program .......................................................................................................... www.dnr.alaska.gov/mlw/water
Division of Forestry ....................................................................................................................... www.dnr.alaska.gov/forestry
Land Records Information (DNR) ............................................................................................. www.plats.landrecords.info
Land Records Information (DNR and BLM) .......................................................................... www.landrecords.info
Department of Fish & Game ...................................................................................................... www.adfg.state.ak.us
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities .............................................................. www.dot.state.ak.us
Department of Environmental Conservation ..................................................................... www.dec.state.ak.us
Alaska Railroad Corporation ...................................................................................................... www.alaskarailroad.com
Department of Commerce, Community & Economic Development ......................... www.commerce.state.ak.us
US Government ............................................................................................................................. www.firstgov.gov
Bureau of Land Management, Alaska State Office ............................................................ www.ak.blm.gov
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ..................................................................................................... www.fws.gov
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska District, Regulatory Branch .............................. www.poa.usace.army.mil/reg
Firewise.............................................................................................................................................. www.firewise.org
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